


Thursday 26th October 2006
Time  Presentation Title  Speaker
10.00am Conference Registration

10.30am  Welcome & Opening Address  Martina Earley, 
      Manager, ARIGNA Leader

10.40am ‘Creative Clusters’: One approach to creative  Simon Evans, Director 
  development    Creative Clusters, Sheffield

11.10am ‘Partnership, Knowledge and Creativity’ Adrian Bradley
  Developing Internet Solutions in the Creative   Co-founder of Biznet Solutions
   Economy 

11.40am ‘Northern Exposure’: Developing the creative  Brendan McGoran
 industries in Belfast    Belfast Creative  Industries   
                          Officer, Belfast City Council

12.10pm ‘It’s not just about the knitting’: Positioning Catherine Ryan, Manager FLAG
  the creative industries sector &  
 ‘One upon a time in the North West....’:  June Murphy, Manager, 
 The ‘Source – developing rural creativity’ project  Sligo Leader Partnership  

12.30pm ‘The Art of the Eglu’: Investing in creative  William Windham, Omlet, 
 rural communities    the art of keeping chickens
       
1.00pm LUNCH

2.00pm Parallel Workshop Programme
 Workshop 1, 2, 3.... below

3.30pm Tea and Coffee

3.45pm  Workshop Feedback

4.15pm ‘The CEO Club & other stories’: Other creative  Marie McStay,  
 industry projects in Ireland   CEO Club, Newry & Mourne 
      Enterprise Agency and Louth 
      County Enterprise Board

 7.30pm Conference Dinner, Ramada Hotel, Drumshanbo, Co. Leitrim
 After dinner speech by Maree Morrissey, Founder and Editor of 
 Irish Entrepreneur Magazine

WORKSHOP 1
Digital Media and the Rural Economy: promoting rural media, ICT and digital arts 
projects with rural communities and young people

WORKSHOP 2
Rural Tourism, Food Cultures and Heritage: Rural tourism, heritage and foods 
marketing initiatives; rural touring; and arts festivals in rural communities

WORKSHOP 3
Renewables and Environmental Sustainability: arts-led alternative crops and land use; 
creative responses to climate change, new rural energy and environmental initiatives

Friday 27th October 2006
Time  Presentation Title  Speaker
10.00am ‘One great Journey!’   Maree Morrissey, 
      Editor, Irish Entrepreneur
  
10.30am ‘Jikijela Live!’: Innovative training through  Annette Tierney, 
 the performing art s   Director  Jikijela
  

11.00am ‘Let’s get crafty!’: Crafts & the rural economy Anna-Marie O’Rourke, 
      Craft Development Officer, 
      Leitrim Design House

11.30am Tea and Coffee

12.00pm ‘A Design for Life’: Rural design & architecture Peter Cowman
      Founder of the Living 
      Architecture Centre

12.30pm ‘Film Talk’ Challenges of developing creative  Johnny Gogan
  enterprises    Bandit Films 

1.00pm LUNCH

    

A new generation of rural entrepreneurs are 
translating their experience, passion or interest 
into a profit-making business. The creative 
industries sector is a new and emerging rural 
development strategy with immense potential. 
Yet, in the Irish context, scarce or low profile 
sectoral policies/strategies and specialised 
development supports are curtailing the 
potential of the sector to deliver economic 
development advantages.

In view of the LEADER preparation of new 
strategic plans, we would like to convene our 
colleagues on a national and cross border basis 
to share our experiences and highlight the 
potential of the creative industries sector in 
context of rural development. 

This conference brings together a wide range of 
individuals, organisations and agencies involved 
in the creative industries on a cross-border basis.  
We will draw on the experiences of the North of 
England, Northern Ireland and other projects 
on this island.  These examples of innovative 
creative industries, community cultural capital 
and other arts projects  can inform and inspire 
us in developing a new economic priority for 
rural development.

“The Creative Industries sector has begun 
to make a significant contribution to rural 
economies and communities. The SOURCE 
developing rural creativity project is 
playing an important role in this process. 
Given the challenges facing rural areas, 
the need for dialogue is all the greater 
and I am sure the conference will provide 
an opportunity for just such discussion. 
I encourage decision makers, sector 
representatives and those working in the 
sector to attend.”

Mr Éamon Ó Cuív, T.D, Minister for Community, 
Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs

“The SOURCE developing rural creativity 
project is a platform for companies, 
North and South, to demonstrate their 
innovation, and their capacity for market 
expansion in a way which seeks to benefit 
rural people and their environment. This 
conference is a platform and opportunity 
for those with energy, enthusiasm, good 
ideas and commitment to rural society to 
share learning and experience.”

Pauline Keegan, Director of Rural 
Development, DARD

developing rural creativity 
conference
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Simon Evans is a creative industries 
entrepreneur, consultant and advocate for cultural 
business. He has been a lead player in developing 
the Sheffield’s Cultural Industries Quarter since its 
inception in the mid-80s. Widely recognised as the 
leading cluster project of its kin, Simon’s expertise is 
in initiating, guiding and delivering projects that seek 
commercial, cultural and political outcomes. After fifteen years producing arts and 
entertainment events, Simon now works all over the world as a policy consultant 
and public speaker. He is currently Director of Creative Clusters, the international 
conference and network on creative industry development and regeneration (www.
creativeclusters.com).

Adrian Bradley is Joint Managing Director and Co-founder of the 
Creative Internet Solutions company, Biznet Solutions, which 
employs more than 60 people, from its bases in Belfast, Derry, 
Cavan and Houston.
Adrian began his career in the design world, creating shop and bar 
interiors. However in 1997, armed with a Masters in Computing 
and a vision of how the World Wide Web was going to change 
how business  was carried out, Adrian became one of Northern 
Ireland’s first Internet entrepreneurs. From the back room of his 
house in south Belfast he embarked on a journey, which has led 

him to the helm of one of Ireland’s largest Internet Solutions companies.
Biznet Solutions now operate across the world providing innovative solutions to 
some of the world’s leading companies. Adrian remains very ‘hands-on’ within the 
business, taking a particular interest in the Design and Marketing aspects of the 
business.
“Our ethos is Partnering, Knowing, Creating and that encompasses everything that 
we do. We are still growing the company, particularly in the overseas market and 
there’s so much more we want to achieve.”
Biznet Solutions were awarded NI Web Development Company of the year for 05/06, 
at the BT Golden IT Awards. 

William Windham Omlet creates products with a purpose. The 
four founders – James, Johannes, Simon and William met whilst 
studying industrial design at the Royal College of Art. After 
graduating they moved in together and starting developing 
James’ college project - the eglu chicken house. Just 8 months 
later they had launched the eglu to worldwide acclaim and 
since them have encouraged thousands of people to produce 
and collect eggs at home from their own small flock of happy 
hens.  A really inspiring creative industries project, www.omlet.
co.uk.

Marie McStay Marie McStay is an ambassador for the Creative 
Enterprise Office project, www.ceoclub.ie.  Established in 2005, their main focus is to 

present the East Border Region of  Ireland’s creative enterprises 
in a variety of ways which will show their creativity, innovation 
and impact. Three themes run through the project – business 
development, inter-personal skills and capacity building.   
Marie  is a freelance broadcaster and writer, she contributes 
regularly to BBC radio and has an international profile working 
in education and training for 25 years. With a background in the 

arts, she recognises the role of creativity in human development and incorporates 
creative techniques in her bespoke training programmes and Workshops. 

Maree Morrissey is editor and founder of Irish Entrepreneur, 
Ireland’s leading and inspirational publication for all matters entrepeneurial. With 
a masters degree in classical music and animation and more recently presenter 
and  most feared judge on RTE’s new and innovative business show, The Fund, 
Maree Morrissey, referred to as, ‘Ireland’s Miss Nasty,’ is  best described as ambitious, 
energetic and pulls no punches.
Maree is currently working on a new TV business 
show which will capture the international audience, 
which is set to become one of the world’s top business 
reality series. 
Whilst growing Irish Entrepreneur  into a  hugely  
successful national brand reported to be worth 
millions and growing, Maree took an idea from 
nothing and made it work.   Morrissey is currently working on a new idea, ‘Entrefest,’ 
(National Kite Day), a national day celebrating entrepreneurship as well as developing 
a European magazine for Women in Business to mention a few of her projects.

Annette Tierney The opportunity to 
combine all of her passions and talents in her role with 
Jikijela is something Annette loves. She spent 10 years 
in the pharmaceutical industry in sales, marketing 
and development where she won awards and gained 
a reputation for innovation.    Her innate passion for 
the dramatic arts came to the fore when she changed 
direction and trained as an actor with the Gaiety School 
in Dublin and went on to work in theatre and television 
in Ireland; acting, directing and producing.
Nights spent treading the boards left time for daytime occupation with a 
training company, where Annette saw the need and the potential for a more 
creative approach.  In forming Jikijela, Annette is striving to push boundaries in 
people development.  Recently relocated to County Sligo, Annette represents 
an excellent example of an innovative creative industries business thriving in a 
rural location.

Anna-Marie O’Rourke   is  the  full  time  Craft  
Development  Officer with the Leitrim Design House, 
Ireland’s leading craft sector cluster project. With the 
support of the staff of LDH, she has progressed the project 
to represent 220 self employed craft makers and designers 
who benefit from a series of business and technical supports 
including a wonderful retail showcase at the Dock, Carrick 
on Shannon.  She is responsible for the Peace II funded 
“Opportunities through Skills Programme” 2005-2007,  a 
training led programme to support and develop small 

under-employed creative  businesses in County Leitrim and  to  encourage  cross  
border social and economic prosperity.

Peter Cowman  is originally from Dublin and 
studied Architecture there. He is the originator of the “living 
architecture” concept and believes that “our homes engage us 
on a physical as well as an emotional level”. Nourishing both 
aspects of our lives and offering the opportunity to live more 
deeply and harmoniously is the essence of a sustainable life. 
He has developed the “Be your own Architect” Course and 
the concept of “Living Architecture” evolved from this. 
He has since designed the Handbook Of House Design & 
Construction, which has now been published in CD-ROM format and lectures 
extensively around Ireland.

Johnny Gogan is the writer-director of a number of films 
including the feature films ‘The Last Bus Home’, 
a story about the relationships and betrayals of 
a group of friends in a punk band in early 80’s 
Dublin, and the ‘Mapmaker’, which was filmed 
and post produced in Leitrim. He has also recently 
completed a short documentary entitled ‘Building 
on the Edge’. He and his company Bandit Films 
have been based in North Leitrim since 1997.

Brendan McGoran is the lead 
officer for the development and implementation of 
Belfast City Council’s Creative Industries strategy within 
the context of the Local Economic Development 
Plan. He is responsible for an extensive portfolio of 
projects that form the Council’s support structure for 
Belfast’s Creative Sector under the themes of Creative 
Economy, Creative Talent and Creative Clusters. 
Projects under these themes include Investment and 
Intellectual property, Export Marketing, Dare to be 
Digital and Business Incubation.
 



Travelling From North
Belfast Airport: A26 Heading for MI, MI joining A4 to Enniskillen, Follow 
Sligo N4 passing through Blacklion, look out for signpost Dowra / 
Drumshanbo. Just before Drumshanbo take a right hand turn at the 
Moorlands equestrian centre, the Hotel entrance on your right after 0.2 
miles

Travelling From East 
Dublin Airport: M50 Toll Bridge, N4 Westbound (Sligo) passing through 
Mullingar, Longford, Carrick on Shannon. Follow signs for Drumshanbo 
(Hotel signposted)

Travelling From West 
Sligo: N4 to Carrick on Shannon, Follow signs for Drumshanbo (Hotel 
signposted)

Travelling From South 
Travel towards Roscommon Town, from there Elphin to Tulsk and 
Carrick-on-Shannon. Follow signs for Drumshanbo (Hotel signposted)

Booking Form
Full Registration (2 days 26–27 October, lunch, evening dinner)   €75 

One Day Conference Registration (includes lunch)    €50 

Special accommodation rates have been secured from the Ramada Hotel, Drumshanbo.
Please select your preference of overnight stay on the 26th October :
Single occupancy        €80 per room  
Double occupancy       €115 per room 

Book your room directly by using the following contact details:
Tel: + 353 71  9640100
Email Hotel Sales: info@loughallenhotel.com
Web: www.loughallenhotel.com 

Name:.........................................................................................................    

Name of Organisation: ........................................................................

Address: .................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................... 

Telephone: .................................................   Fax: .................................. 

Email: ......................................................................................................... 

Please return completed booking form to 
Jacinta Freeman at the address outlined below 
by October 16th, 2006 with a registration fee 
cheque payable to Arigna Catchment Area 
Community Company.

Jacinta Freeman,
SOURCE developing rural creativity, 
C/O Arigna LEADER,
Enterprise Centre, 
Arigna, 
Co. Roscommon.
Tel: (00353) 71 9641899
Email: source@ruralcreativity.com

Name of delegate Role/Function

Conference Venue Directions
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LEADER

This conference is a collaboration between two distinct Creative Industries Funding sources.


